








may get a juc~ment amainst you for tk-t amount without havire
a trie .

How Do | Send Panerwork to the Plaintiff?

Any paperwork such as m-%*~ns, requests for a I aring, appeals,
etc., must be ¢ 1t to the plaintiff as well as to the court. You can
send those papers to the plaintiff by:

1) delivering it to them in person,
2) mailing it to them using certified or re~istered mail,
3) using a deliv--y service such as FedEx or UPS,
4) faxing it to them, or
5) sending it by email if the plaintiff provided their email
address for document delivery and agreed to email service
in writing.
On the copy you give to the court, you must writ down how and
when the paperwork was delivered to tt plaintiff.

The plaintiff’s contact information will be available in the
oetition they filed, which was attached to the citation that you
received.

IMPORTANT - Make sure to keep your address updated with the
-7t and tk - ~ther party so that you will receive any paperwork
or notices sent to you.

Do | Need a Lawyer?

While you are allowed to have a lawyer in a debt claim case, the
rules and procedures are designed to be simple and










The judge will only approve “reasonabl and r sary”
discovery, so if you have discovery requests, make sure they
actually relate to the case. For example, asking for documents
showir~ how the plaintiff determined the finance charges is likely
fine, and asking for an it mized list of ev -y charge ever made
with the credit card being collected on is likely not.

If you receive a discovery request that has been approved by the
judge, you must respond with the requested information or you
can file an objection with the court. If you object, the court will
hold a F 1ring to ¢ :ide if you have to provide the information.
Do not just ignore a discovery request, you could face penalties
from the judge that could even result in you losing your case!

For information about discovery that may happen after the
judgment in the case, please see the section on “What if | Lose
My Debt Claim Case?”

Can | Have a Jury Trial?

Yes. Either side in a debt claim case may request a jury trial. You
must make a request in writing to the court at least 14 days
before the date set for trial and pay a jury fee of $22.

If no one requests a jury, the trial will be heard by only the judge,
wt :his called a bench trial.

What if the Plaintiff and | Make an Agreement?

If the case goes to trial, usually there will be a “winner” and a
“loser,” resulting in someone being happy and someone being
unhappy. To reduce that risk, parties will often come to a
settlement, or an agreement on how to resolve the case. If you



















